
CSF Penn State Berks – October 6, 2022 - Confession 

Sacrifice and Confession - What word comes to mind when you think of sacrifice? 

From Recapturing the Wonder by Mike Cosper: 

 



 



 

How have you created and curated a personality to present to the world?   
      Where have you seen this in yourself or others? 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
We’ve talked about how God created the cosmos and created humans as good - humans were made to live in rela9onship 
with God, each other and to care for crea9on. God set a path forward for humans, the way of Wisdom (Proverbs!) that 
would lead to prosperity. Humans (the first humans, all humans, you and I) chose the way of folly. We are all sinful and 
we all sin and this breaks all our rela9onships (God, each other, nature). Sin affects us on an individual level as well as 
systemic - Babel was the first empire (Genesis 11) filled with injus9ce. Genesis 12 begins the story of Redemp9on as God 
calls Abraham. We will get to that next week though we cannot separate talking about sin from redemp9on. Thus, we 
get to Levi9cus. 

Read Levi5cus 1-7…just kidding (that’s a lot!).  Levi5cus is the third book of the Bible and is filled with Laws for 
the Israelites on how to live.  The first 7 chapters are on various sacrifices; aNer this there are rules on what to do 
with mildew, who you can and cannot have sex with, what you can and cannot eat, etc.   

Read Levi5cus 16 – The Day of Atonement 

What jumps out at you about sacrifice in this passage?   

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
From Levi9cus to Jesus 

Jesus was crucified at Passover (celebra5on of God saving the Israelites from slavery - Exodus 12) and not Day of 
Atonement (Levi5cus 16).  This is why the NT tends to draw parallels between Jesus and Exodus – Jesus leads a 
new exodus, freeing all people from slavery.  Yet, some NT writers s5ll found parallels between the work of Jesus 
and the Day of Atonement. 

Read Hebrews 4:14-16 – How is Jesus different from the High Priest in Levi5cus 16? 

Read Hebrews 9:1-28 – Why don’t Chris5ans sacrifice animals anymore? 

Yet, what other sacrifices do we make?  What things do we place in our lives, do we look to for wholeness, in 
place of Jesus in whom we are already whole? 



CONFESSION 

We need to confess. 

What words/ideas come to mind when you hear “confession”? What does it mean to confess - who do you 
confess to, how do you confess, etc? 

Read 1 John 1:9 and James 5:16 

Let’s sit in silence for a few minutes and confess to our Creator.


