CREATION
Week 1

The Plan
■ Examine the grand narrative of scripture through
four themes:
Ø Creation – Fall –Redemption - Restoration
■ Spend three weeks on each theme:
Ø Week 1 – Lecture; Week 2 – Discussion; Week 3
– Miscellaneous

“IN THE BEGINNING, GOD
CREATED…”
When you think “God Creates” what questions –
comments, words, ideas - come to mind?

Questions - Rooted in Worldview
■ We ask questions based on the culture we live in
– What we are concerned with.
– We ask how this text relates to OUR context.
■ Ancient writers and readers were asking different
questions and concerned with different things.

Basic Background
■ Israelites – main characters of Scripture
■ Early origins with Abraham – freedom from
slavery under Moses – conquest of Canaan free nation under David and kings – conflict
with Assyria
■ Exile to Babylon in the 580s BCE
– During the Exile is when scripture took shape
– Scriptures were existent prior to this – here it took shape
we recognize

■ Key Point – Babylon had their own creation
stories and gods – this is the context in
understanding our scripture

ENUMA
ELISH AND
GILGAMESH
EPIC

Enuma Elish and Genesis
■ When Enuma Elish was discovered – when Christians first
learn about it – it caused some consternation
■ Some argued other culture’s creation stories somehow
devalued Genesis
■ But why wouldn’t other cultures have similar stories?
■ “All truth is God’s truth” – we should expect to find truth in
all cultures, stories, religions, worldviews etc.
■ Real question – what are the differences?

Differences between Enuma Elish and
Genesis
■ Difference 1 – Violence as Foundation of Creation
■ Most ancient accounts of creation see creation as resulting from conflict
between the gods (Tiamat vs. Marduk!)
■ The Genesis story contains no such conflict because God has no equal
– “There can be no struggle with forces opposed to his actions or corresponding to
his power. There can be no victory enthronement motif because God's victory was
never in doubt; rather, God has never not been enthroned. There can be no
enthronement portrait here because God has not become sovereign; he simply
never been less than sovereign” (Arnold, 32).

Differences between Enuma Elish and
Genesis
■ Difference 2 – Israel’s God is Greater than the Stars
– Most ancient cultures believed the sun, moon and stars
were gods; in Genesis they are simply created objects
– “The objectification of sun, moon, and stars also merits comment. IN religious
thought of the ancient world, the sun and moon were leading deities, often the most
important gods of the pantheons of the ancient Near East. The use of 'greater light'
and 'lesser light' avids the Hebrew words for sun and moon (semes and yareah,
respectively), which could have been taken for the ordinary names for deities,
Shemesh and Yarikh. These great subjects, worshipped in the ancient world, have
instead becom physical objects of God's creative work” (Arnold, 42-3

Differences between Enuma Elish and
Genesis
■ Difference 3 – Despite current life situation, Israel’s God is most
powerful
– YHWH brought order out of chaos (1:1-2), light out of darkness
(1:3-5) – parallels his work in bringing Israel out of Egypt (in
Exodus)
– Ancient cultures believed their gods were the most powerful –
Babylon ruled so Marduk was top
–

Imagine you are a slave in Babylon, as the Israelites were for a time. You read of how
your God created the world and saved your ancestors from Egypt. You hear prophets
say that even though it looks like the gods of Babylon are more powerful, the truth is
that your God, the one true God, is behind all of this and will save you. Salvation itself
is rooted in the creation story.

Differences between Enuma Elish and
Genesis
■ God creates time
– This is more important then space in this chapter
■ Sabbath!

– Unlike the year, month or day, all of which have basis in
observable cosmic phenomena, the week is not based on regular
movement among stars and planets – the seven-day week
ending in a sanctified sabbath is unique to Israel among the
ANE – it presents them with an alternate view of reality
(Arnold)

How did early Christians
read this text?
■ Genesis – all of Scripture - is
about Jesus
■

15 The

Son is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things
were created:things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers
or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through him and for him. 17 He is before
all things, and in him all things hold together.
(Colossians 1:15-17)

How did early Christians read this text?
■ God is the main character of scripture from beginning to end
– The Son of God is not a character who only pops up near
the end
– The incarnation reveals what God has always been like
– Philippians 2:5-11
■ Reading Backward vs. Reading Forward

Other lessons from Genesis 1
■ Creation is beautiful (God is an artist): first God creates the background (sky, water,
land) and then God fills it; like an artist setting up the canvass and then filling it with
beauty.
■ Creation is Good: at the end of each day creation is pronounced to be “good” (1:4, 10,
12, 18, 21, 25) and “very good” (1:31). Many ancient cultures saw the world as an evil
place; creation was an enemy to fight against; some later Greeks even saw all matter as
evil
– The other half of the story here is that Creation is broken. Sin is real. But it is
important that we start with God’s good creation because that sets us on the right
path.

Other lessons from Genesis 1
■ Creation is orderly – the earth was “formless and void” is an image of chaos, very
similar to how all ancients saw the world; over the course of the days God brings order
to the chaos. We can trust the sun will come up everyday, that nature runs by laws
(gravity, etc.)

Other lessons from Genesis 1
■ Creation has energy: Creation continues to create as the land produces plants, the
water brings forth creatures, and the land produces living animals (1:11, 20, 24)
– God rests on the seventh day yet Creation continues
– Jesus died on the sixth day, rested on the seventh and rose on the first day of a new
week – in some way, Creation will not be completed until God fully restores all in
Jesus Christ (that’s New Creation – we’l get to that)

Other lessons
from Genesis 1
■ Humans have a purpose –
we are special (1:27); our
job is to take care of the
earth (God‟s creation;
1:28-30) – we were created
to live in relationship with
God, each other and with
all creation
– We are called to create
as well – we see this
creation of culture
begin in the ensuing
chapters of Genesis

Genesis 1 is not only place God
creating talked about
■ Jeremiah 32:17-25
■ Psalm 121:1-12
■ Isaiah 40:25-31
■ Psalm 33:6-7
■ Psalm 90:1-2
■ Amos 9:5-6
■ Job 38-39
■ Psalm 104:5

SO WHAT
ABOUT
EVOLUTION?

Augustine of Hippo (400s CE)

“Usually, even a non-Christian knows something
about the earth, the heavens, and the other
elements of this world, about the motion and orbit
of the stars and even their size and relative
positions, about the predictable eclipses of the
sun and moon, the cycles of the years and the
seasons, about the kinds of animals, shrubs,
stones, and so forth, and this knowledge he holds
to as being certain from reason and experience.

“Now, it is a disgraceful and dangerous things for an
infidel to hear a Christian, presumably giving the
meaning of Holy Scripture, talking nonsense on these
topics; and we should take all means to prevent such an
embarrassing situation, in which people show a vast
ignorance in a Christian and laugh it to scorn.

“The shame is not so much that an ignorant individual is derided,
but the people outside the household of the faith think our sacred
writers held such opinions, and, to the great loss of those for
whose salvation we toil, the writers of our Scripture are criticized
and rejected as unlearned men. If they find a Christian mistaken
in a field which they themselves know well and hear him
maintaining his foolish opinions about our books, how are they
going to believe those books and matters concerning the
resurrection of the dead, the hope of eternal life, and the
kingdom of heaven, when they think their pages are full of
falsehoods on facts which they themselves have learned from
experience in the light of reason”

Translating Augustine:
■ Just because you’re a Christian doesn’t mean you’re
automatically right about everything (This is a pretty
good lesson not just about science but all sorts of
things).
■ Listen to and learn widely and you just might learn
something every now and then
■ Even if you win (think you win) an argument, you may
lose a soul

Christian Responses to Evolution:
1. Young Earth Creationism

■ *Earth is 6000-10000 years old
■ *No Big Bang
■ *No Evolution – Genesis 1 is a literal description of creation
in six days of 24 hours each
■ *Dinosaurs and humans lived together

Christian Responses to Evolution:
2. Old Earth Creationism
■ *Earth is much older than 10,000 years
■ *Yes to Big Bang
■ *Yes to “micro-evolution” (change within species) but no
to “macro-evolution” (change from one species to
another
■ *Different ways of interpreting Genesis 1
■ *Dinosaurs lived prior to humans

Christian Responses to Evolution:
3. Evolutionary Creation

■ *Earth is millions of years old
■ *Yes to all mainstream science – yes to Big
Bang, yes to evolution
■ *Different ways of understanding Genesis 1

FAITH IS ABOUT GOING DEEP INTO LIFE WITH
GOD’S SPIRIT WHO CREATES NEW LIFE IN US,
CONFORMING US TO GOD’S SON
Not about arguing about the surface level of how God created

FOCUS ON CENTRAL CLAIMS OF
CHRISTIANITY
“What can we conclude? Since Christian believers occupy
different positions on both the meaning of Genesis 1 and on the
nature of evolution, those who are considering
Christianity as a whole should not allow themselves to be distracted
by this intramural debate. The skeptical inquirer does not need to
accept any one of these positions in order to embrace the Christian
faith. Rather, he or she should concentrate on and weigh the central
claims of Christianity. Only after drawing conclusions about the person
of Christ, the resurrection and the central tenets of the Christian
message should one think through the various options with regard to
creation and evolution” (Keller, 94)

Yeah, but which is it?
*That’s for you to decide…if you’re interested
1. You don’t actually have to have an opinion on
everything to be a Christian!
2. But don’t assume your faith means you are right
about everything either!
3. Study the BEST science and theology if you want to be
able to debate/discuss this or any issue

Wrapping Up
■ God is the source and foundation of all that is, was and ever will be –
God created time and space (and any alternate dimension or parallel
universe you can think of).
■ God’s creation is beautiful – when you witness beauty revealed
through the most powerful telescope or microscope, or just beauty
seen in daily life – it’s a gift from God.
■ God created you – we all are made in God’s image and possess
inherent worth and value (which ought to affect how we treat other
people – your enemies are image-bearers).
■ The specifics of how God created (though interesting) are less
important than the God revealed in creation
■ God revealed in Jesus is and always has been self-sacrificial love

NEXT WEEK:
WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR
US TO BE MADE IN GOD’S
IMAGE?
And other discussion on creation…

